
ISOC is looking for brothers and sisters who are willing 

and able to write! We want you to get involved and 

send something in to us.  It can be poems, narratives, 

articles and even pictures τ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΗ  ²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

contribute your masterpiece so that we may benefit 

from it and publish it in our future publications!   
 

Show us your artistic flair.  Express thyself!  Send your pieces of work to:  

publications@isoc-unsw.org.au 

The Publications Team 

Help ISOC Publications  

How to Contact ISOC  

Web:  www.isoc-unsw.org.au 

E-mail:  webmaster@isoc-unsw.org.au 

Tel:  (02) 9385 5957 

Fax:  (02) 9662 2826 

Postal:  PO Box 893, 

 Kensington, NSW 1465 

Mobile (receives incoming calls only):  

0420598277 
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Support Those Who Support Us...  

Ceylon Exchange Pty LTD  Zenith Tutoring  Dougies Flame Grilled  

Shop 18A, 75 ï 77 Auburn Rd, 

Auburn, NSW 2144  

1/25A Auburn Rd, 

Auburn NSW 2144  

239 Forest Road, 

Hurstville, NSW, 2220  

(: 9749 -7775  (: 9749 -7754  (: 9585 -9688  

Students who buy/sell foreign 

currencies will be charged NO 

COMMISSION if they mention this 

ad. Students who use MoneyGram 

(10 minutes Money transfer 

service) will be receive a FREE 5 

minutes international call*  

* terms and conditions apply, see in stores for more details.  

Zenith Tutoring 

caters for all students 

from k -12. Mention 

your ISOC 

membership and 

receive the first 3 

classes for free, 

saving up to $150.  

Receive a 10% discount   off 

all meals purchased at 

Dougies Hurstville when you 

present your ISOC 

membership card. Check 

them out on their website: 

www.dougiesflamegrilled.co

m.au  

3rd ï7th March 2008  

Dear brothers and sisters,  

 Assalaamu Alaykum, peace be upon you, and welcome to 2008 at ISOC 
UNSW! After a big, well -deserved break, university starts ï for many, it starts 
once again.  

             University life has a lot to offer -  it's full of opportunities to learn, 
develop, socialise, build contacts and broaden your horizons. Unfortunately, 
many students will forget this throughout their course, and university life just 
becomes part of the daily grind.   Don't let this be you ðget active, and stay 
active!  

             The 2008 Shura has been working hard behind the scenes to organise 
many activities for the year already. Apart from O -week, you can look forward to 
a BBQ in Week 1, weekly classes on Seerah   and general Islamic knowledge, a 
college dinner, Trivia nights, movie nights and more! You can read more about 
the events held by ISOC on page 5 ï just so you can drop them in your diary!  

 The next two years at ISOC are huge. We're working towards the 
creation of an Islamic College on campus. This will provide great advantages for 
both da'wah  and facilities for Muslims on campus. It will provide a permanent 
place for jumu'ah  and a musallah . It will also help minimise problems faced by 
many international Muslim students looking for affordable accommodation 
around the university.  

 ISOC is here for you! For many years ISOC has provided services for the 
Muslim community on and around campus. We have secured several stores 
around Sydney to provide discounts to ISOC members. We are constantly 
working with the community to find new ways of supporting you.  

However, ISOC is only as active and effective as its members. We have 
subdivided the main areas of ISOC's work into subcommittees.   You can find out 
more about the subcommittees on page 10.   You can help ISOC out with any 
subcommittee you're interested in.  

 Wassalaamu alaykum, and see you around!  

Sabbir Hamid  

President of ISOC 2008  
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ISOC 

represents 

the 

Muslims on 

Campus.  

Get 

involved 

and make 

ISOC work 

how you want 

it to!  Your Shura 2008  

An Introduction to ISOC  
The Islamic Society on Campus (ISOC) has been devoted 

to providing religious activities and services for Muslims 

as well as daôwah (Islamic invitation) for non -Muslims in 
UNSW. In doing so it aims to create and maintain a 

peaceful community environment where Muslims are 

able to meet their Islamic obligations while on campus 

and in the process build a brother/sister -hood based on 
common Islamic values. The society has also pledged to 

contribute where possible to the social welfare and 
economic wellbeing of the Muslim community. It intends 

to encourage and embody prophet Muhammadôs (peace 
and blessing of Allah  be upon him) characteristics of 

humility, compassion, service and his (peace be upon 

him) immovable devotion to One, Almighty God, 
upholding justice and righteousness.  

The society takes responsibility of providing Muslims with 
a musallah (prayer room) and a place especially for 

ablution. ISOC also organises salatul Jumuôah (weekly 
Friday sermons and prayers). Towards the end of the holy 

month of Ramadan, ISOC holds a major annual Iftar  
(dinner to break fast) which from the large turnout has 

proven to be one of the most popular events of the year. 
Furthermore ISOC intends to continue helping Muslims 

and non -Muslims improve their knowledge and 

understanding of Islam, promoting it as a way of life, 

raising awareness of the truth of its message for the 
betterment of humanity.  

Pranjal More  

This yearôs Shura (Consultative Council which takes care 
of the affairs of its students in light of the Quran and 

Sunnah) consists of:  

Mahmoud Jaame`  (Muslim Officer)  

Sabbir   Hamid   (President)  

Rima   Hussayni  (Secretary)  

Iqra  Akbar   (Treasurer)  

Fatme   Tlais   (ARC Representative)  

Zaahidah  Subarman  

Hassan   Dib  

Faizan  Javed  
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 I tell my brother that this is a trick and not to fall for their trap. I emphasize my 
point many times but since my brother is psychologically & physically desperate for food & 

warmth, falls for the sweet promises of the soldiers and swims back.  
And as I reach the other side of the river, my brother is beheaded on the other side of the 

river in front of my eyes.  
 I continue my way Westward -disguised as beggar & woman in order to hide my 

identity completely. As I am travelling, I hear of news that a newly conquered land in the 
name of Al - Islaam is plundered in civil war between waring tribes.  

 Thus I make my way to this promised land out of the reach of influence of what 
currently occurred in the centre of the empire, hopefully awaiting a future that will promise 
the continuation & existence of the rule of my family for another period of time.  

 I reach this land, and successfully manage to halt & put down the riots & revolts. I 
manage to bring peace to all corners of this land after a long time of rebellion and chaos that 

took its toll on the local population.  
 One of the magnificent achievements of my realm is that I turn this land into a 

blessed agricultural heaven; Unmatched anywhere in the world at the time.  

   Who Am I?  

 

Question 3:  

Who Am I?  

 I am a Vizier of Al -Andalus (Spain & Portugal). The Khalifa (or more correctly, the 
King) is a mere puppet, unlike his predecessors, and I have the full authority and capacity in 

leading the politics & laws of the current situation of Al -Andalus.    
  Before my dominance as the Vizier & leader of Al -Andalus, the Christian 

Kingdoms managed to cross over much of the Duero River in Northern Spain, plundering, 
sacking and capturing many Muslim Castles & Towns south of this great river.  

 I lead dozens of campaigns & expeditions, a total of 57, against the small Christian 
Kingdoms of Northern Spain, sacking the famous Christian cities of Barcelona & Santiago De 

Compostela in the process, gaining much booty. At the same time, I have managed to gain 
back all of the land south of the Duero River taken previously by the Christians, pushing back 
the Christian Kingdoms to the north of this long river, reducing their size and influence.  

 In many of my expeditions, I pass by a famous mountain in Central Spain that is 
named after me until this day.  

Who Am I?  

 

Question 4:  

Who Am I?  

 I am an Amir of a North African Empire formed for the purpose of protecting the 
border lands of the Muslim Ummah. The lands under my rule consist of modern day northern 
Morocco & Algeria, and span all the way south to modern day Senegal.  

 I have been requested by one of the Amirôs of the Taifa Kingdoms of Al-Andalus to 
come for assistance against King Alfonso VI, who has captured the Taifa Kingdom of Toledo 

and is threatening to capture the other ones due to disunity of the Muslim rulers in this land.  
 I respond to this emergency call from Al -Andalus and dispatch a force of about 4000

-6000 soldiers to land in Al -Andalus.  
 I win a decisive battle against King Alfonso VI and save the existence of Al -Andalus 

for another 400 years.  

 
Who Am I?  
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A taste of Islamic Trivia  

Question 1: Who Am I?  

I am a Sultan that rules possessions in Eastern Europe & Asia Minor (Anatolia) . I besiege 

the great city of Constantinople 4 times; In 3 occasions of the sieges, I am forced to uplift them 
since I am confronted against armies of the Christian nations of Europe; A huge coalition from 

Austria, Italy, Spain, Hungary, Serbia  and other smaller nations of Europe  (Albania, 
Montenegro, etc.)  

 
I win each of these decisive battles against these 
powerful nations of Europe and bring such a 

threat to the Vatican that the Pope is on the 
verge of moving away to another corner of 

Europe. Indeed, I send a letter to the Pope 
beforehand, warning him that my horses will soon 

be eating from the gardens of St. Peters 
Basilica  in Rome.  

 
Before an imminent attack on Italy and capture of 
Rome, I decide to besiege Constantinople a 4th 

time, an enterprise that is sandwiched between 
my European and Asian realms, as seen in the 

map.  

However, as the 4th siege takes place, I am faced with a new danger, not from the west , but 

from the east;  A danger that forces me to uplift the siege and confront this threat to my 
sovereignty.  

Question 2:  

 I am the only or one of the survivors of my royal ancestry; All my family members & 

relatives get murdered by the new ruling family.  
I barely escape the onslaught in one of the incidents; Me and my younger brother were running 
away from the soldiers loyal to the new ruling family when we were confronted by a river. Me & 

my brother begin to swim across it to get to the other side in a desperate attempt when the 
soldiers approach the edge and yell out to us saying that we will not be punished if we peacefully 

surrender.  

Salaamu A'laykum Wa Rahmatullaahi Wa Barakaatuhu,  

 Brothers and sisters, by the will of Allaahu Subhaanuhu Wa Ta'ala, 

each month I will be publishing 4 questions about the achievements of our great 

Islamic hero's whom have been a source of strength and inspiration for our 

blessed Ummah.  Where ever we look into any aspect and time frame of our 

Islamic history, we are bound to find heroes that have left their guidance, light 

and footprints to the rest of us as Muslim's to utilize upon and allow us to make 

maximum benefit in leading a correct and meaningful life..  

 So InshaAllaah this section of the ISOC Newsletter will assist us in 

shedding light on our forgotten heroes of our great Islamic history; understand 

and contemplate upon their role to the Muslim community up until our contem-

porary times and their contribution to humanity as a whole.   

 And finally this section is a small taste of the upcoming ISOC Islamic 

Trivia events, allowing you to begin your research in not only historical person-

alities but in all Islamic matters which you would quizzed about.  

Jazak Allaah Khier, Mushteba Aplak  
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If you are reading this article, that 

means that 2007 has 

passed and a new year has 

begun. But this articleôs 

main purpose is to summon 

up the highlights of 2007. 

ISOC 2007 has worked just 

as hard, as previous years, 

or possibly harder to keep 

the Islamic community at 

UNSW on their toes. This is made 

possible by the many events 

happening throughout the year. ISOC 

had the usual activities, such as 

weekly talks, which included a 

welcome talk by Dr Zachariah 

Matthews and lectures during the 

year by speakers such as Brother 

Sheikh Shady AlSuleiman, Sheikh 

Umar ElBanna, Dr Waleed Kadous, Br 

Muhammad Khodr and many more.  

 BBQs held last year, as 

always, when it comes to food, were 

very well attended to. That is, with 

an average of 250 showing up. 

Although there was some debate, but 

in the end, even the rain didnôt stop 

ISOC 2007 from having their Bbq -ed 

sausages and hot dogs. What 

Aussies!!! Multicultural luncheons 

were also a major part of 

2007. This started in 2006 and 

continued to 2007. The 

attendance was much bigger 

than 2006, with active support 

from the sisters and brothers 

of ISOC UNSW.   

 There was an 

interfaith talk held in conjunction 

with the Uniting Church Chaplain and  

 

 

the student body. This gave the 

Muslims a chance to 

brush up on their 

dawah skills. This 

allowed the Muslims 

and non -Muslims to 

interact and aided 

towards understanding 

each otherôs values and 

religions. It also helped 

to give an idea of how Muslims and 

Islam were viewed by some of the non

-Muslims (for more information -  check 

out the ISOC made DVD -   NOW 

SELLING!!).    

 Every Friday comes Jumuôah 

Prayer, provided by ISOC and the 

Muslim Office to the community in and 

around campus, with 2007 has seen a 

major increase in numbers -  even 

having trouble on some days fitting 

everyone in. InshaAllah this year, 

2008, we wait to see a bigger and 

better place to facilitate all the 

Jumaôah-goers. ISOC 07 also continued 

the tradition of holding Eid prayers on 

campus. Tajweed classes, conducted 

by Br Saiful Hasan Sheikh, were also a 

regular. Brothers and sisters of UNSW 

were able to establish and practice 

their Quran reading 

abilities.   

 Last year 

saw the coming of 

the Sistersô Self 

Defence classes. 

Although a small 

number of sisters 

attended, they did learn some powerful 

self defence moves, so watch out 

around them!  

�5�H�F�D�S�W�X�U�L�Q�J���¶������By Zaahidah Suberman  


